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October 2016 

 
I am very pleased to welcome you all back at the start of the new academic school year.  The 

staff and I are looking forward to working with you during the year ahead. 

 

Now that all the year group meetings are finished and all the children in Reception have 

started, here is the first newsletter of the school year. 

 

 

I’d like to welcome all new parents and staff to our Lea Valley community. 

 

Thank you to all those parents who attended the year group meetings.  It was good to see so 

many of you there.  I hope you found them useful, and we look forward to seeing you at the 

Parents’ Evenings next week.  (Letter attached). 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

You can now follow all our latest news on Twitter@LVPrimary. 

 

 

SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 

Thank you to everyone who collected the vouchers – we had a massive 4,000.  These have 

enabled us to buy lots of equipment for the pupils to use at lunchtime, including skipping 

ropes, quoits and bean bags. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To help Lea Valley run smoothly so that we can concentrate on teaching and learning, we ask 

you to assist us in the following ways: 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Sometimes we may need to contact you in an emergency.  It is very important that we have 

up-to-date telephone numbers and contact details.  Attached to this newsletter is a new 

Contact Form (green).  Please complete it and send it in as soon as possible, even if you think 

your numbers have not changed.  Please make sure your mobile number is the one for the first 

point of contact so that you may be contacted via a text message if required, for example if 

school is closed due to a snow day. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND LATENESS 
Good attendance is very important if your child is to make good progress at school.  If your 

child is unwell, please phone the school in the morning on 0208 801 6915.  There is  someone 

there to answer your calls after 8.15 a.m.  If we have not received a message by mid-morning, 

we will contact you as part of our attendance monitoring. 

 

Please be on time for school.  Classroom doors are opened at 9.00 a.m. when the whistle is 

blown.  Children should be lined up ready to go in, as the doors are only open for a few 

minutes.  If you arrive after the door has closed, please escort your child to the main entrance.  



Children who are late must report to the school office to be registered so that we know they 

are in school.  Classes start work straight away at Lea Valley, so being even a few minutes 

late means that your child is missing out. 

 

The Education Welfare Officer visits regularly to monitor attendance and lateness and will 

contact you if there are any concerns. 

 

Please do not leave your child/children unattended in the playground before 9.00 a.m. as 

there is no adult supervision.  The school officially opens at 9.00 a.m.  

 

Thank you for your patience while classes are dismissed at the end of the day.  It is important 

the each child is collected by the correct adult. 

 

 

UNIFORM 
Thank you for ensuring that the children look smart in their school uniform.  Lea Valley is 

very proud of its school and it’s uniform; not only does it show that your child belongs to our 

school community, but we also believe that if your child looks smart they will act smart and 

think smart too!  The plain black footwear makes the children look even smarter.  We would 

also like to encourage all children to wear ties.  These can be bought from the School Office 

for £2.50 each; elastic ties for the Infants, normal ties for the Juniors. 

 

Please make sure that every item of uniform is labelled clearly with your child’s name.  Some 

coats and jumpers without names have already been lost.   

 

Children are not allowed to wear jewellery to school for health and safety reasons.  Please 

ensure that all items of value are left at home as the school cannot be held responsible for 

them.  Also, nail varnish must not be worn to school. 

 

 

TRAFFIC WARDENS 

Please be aware; Traffic Wardens are patrolling the area around the school and have been 

issuing fines.  

 

 

NURSERY PLACES FOR 2017/18 

If you have a child who was born between 1st September 2013 and 31 August 2014, and you 

wish them to be considered for a place in the school Nursery in September 2017, please let 

the office staff know. 

 

 

SECURITY 
 Help us to keep our children safe by ensuring that all external gates are closed behind you if 

you come into school during the school day.   

 

 

MOBILE PHONES – Lea Valley Primary is a mobile free school 

Mobile phones are not allowed in school and we cannot accept responsibility for any loss or 

damage to such items.  Please do not let your child bring one to school, unless it is absolutely 

necessary, and with prior permission being obtained, otherwise the mobile phone will be 

confiscated. 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHY EATING 

Pabulum, our new Catering Company, have been making our pupils fresh, wholesome, foods 

for the past few months, all of which are halal.   It has been a delight to see our pupils eating a 

healthy, balanced meal each day.  They have particularly enjoyed the daily unlimited salad 

bar, the freshly baked bread, yoghurt and fresh fruit.  Attached is a copy of the new menu that 

will be in place after the October half-term. 

 

Thank you for providing your children with healthy packed lunches.  Our School Council 

monitors this and we have seen some great examples of healthy eating.  Please remember no 

sweets, chocolates, crisps, biscuits, nuts, fizzy drinks or drinks containing lots of sugar are 

allowed in the children’s packed lunches.  Try to encourage your child to drink water or real 

juice. 

 

Water Bottles 

Could you please send your child in to school with a bottle of water each day (plain, not 

flavoured).   This helps keep them hydrated which means they are better learners.  

 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Are you willing to accompany classes on outings?  Would you like to help in school?  We are 

always looking for volunteers but you need to have a police check which can take several 

weeks to complete.  Please speak to Mrs Wilson or Mrs Nicolaou in the school office if you 

would like to help. 

 

Reading Volunteers – if you would like to offer your time, which can be from as little as one 

hour a week, but would need to be a regular commitment, we would like to hear from you.   

 

 

ENRICHMENT 

Staff plan special events for the children.  Here are a few of them:. 

 

We hope that the children will enjoy the following events happening in October.  

 Year 6 pupils will be visiting the Royal Albert Hall as part of the National Proms 

celebrations. 

 As part of their Science work on ‘Space and Earth’, Year 5 pupils will be visiting the 

I-max theatre at the Science Museum. 

 Selected Year 6 pupils are in the very fortunate position of going on a special trip to 

the Isle of Wight to experience a day of sailing. 

 As part of Diversity Month every child will have the opportunity to do some 

Aboriginal Art. 

 After School Clubs started this week, with great demand for all of them. 

 The school council are organising a fundraising Cake Sale on Wednesday 12th 

October.  This will be held in the school playground from 3 p.m. 

 

You will receive more detailed letters about some of the events outlined above.  Some may 

require your permission and incur a small cost, which we try and keep to the minimum. 

 

 

E-SAFETY UPDATE 

Internet permission forms will be sent out shortly.  Please ensure you complete and return 

these to school as soon as possible.  The SIDS tips for keeping safe online, that will 

accompany the forms, should be displayed next to your home computer and should be 

explained and talked about with your child. 

 



In school we have regular e-Safety activities to remind children of the importance of keeping 

ourselves safe online.   Further tips and resources for keeping your child safe online at home 

can be found on our school website.  Please note that an Online-Safety talk will be taking 

place early next year: a more detailed letter will be sent home nearer the time. 

CAREERS FAIR – REQUEST FOR ANY PARENTS OR FAMILY MEMBERS WHO 

WORK IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING OR MATHEMATICS 

Earlier in the year we had a Careers Fair as part of our STEM week; professional volunteers 

who work in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics came into school and spoke 

to the children.  We would like to invite parents, who work in any of these fields, to come 

along and participate in our Careers Fair which take place later this year. If you are interested 

please let Mrs Alibone, the Assistant Head Teacher. 

 

Scooters and Bicycles 

It has been noticed that some parents are allowing their children to come into the school 

grounds on scooters and bicycles.  Please do not allow your child to ride them in school.  As it 

is very busy at the beginning and end of the day, it is not safe for them to do so.  Thank you 

for your co-operation in this matter. 

 

Contributions for Lost Books 

Last year the school library was equipped with a large number of new books at great expense.  

Please ensure that your child knows the value of these items and that they must be looked 

after.  If any book is lost or defaced, you will be asked to pay a contribution of £3.00 towards 

the cost of a replacement class reading book and £5.00 towards the cost of a replacement 

library book, before any further books are issued to your child. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Our school library was successfully launched in November.   Each week one year group is 

invited along to the after school library, with their parents, where they can borrow books to 

read at home.  Occasionally there is the opportunity to buy used books at reduced prices.  

Please look out for the letters 

 

 

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? 

Here are some dates for your diary during this half term: 

Tuesday   18th  October  Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 20th  October  Parents’ Evening 

School will be closed from Monday 23rd October and re-open to pupils on Tuesday 1st 

November.    The school is closed for staff training on Monday 31st October.  

               

Reminders and more detailed letters will be sent nearer the time.  However, I hope that it is 

helpful to have the information in advance. 

 

Thanking you in anticipation of your support for the coming year. 

 

Kindest regards 

 

Mrs M Kokotsis 

Headteacher 


