LEA VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Lea Valley Primary School Accessibility Plan for 2022-2023
Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of this plan is to show how Lea Valley Primary School intends, over time, to monitor and increase the accessibility of our school for disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors. 
Definition of Disability

The definition of a disability, as set out in the most current legislation (Equality Act 2010), states that a person has a disability if he/she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day- to -day activities. 
Legal background

From September 2002, the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 outlaws discrimination by schools and LEAs against either current or prospective disabled pupils in their access to education. It is a requirement that the school’s accessibility plan is resourced, implemented and reviewed and revised as necessary to facilitate equality between disabled and non-disabled pupils’ learning environments.

This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of the school to increase (or maintain where satisfactory) access to education for disabled pupils in the three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA:

· Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum. This includes teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the school such as participation in after school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or school visits;

· Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated services. This includes improvements to the physical environment of the school and physical aids to access education;

· Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is provided in writing for pupils who are not disabled. This will include planning to make written information that is normally provided by schools to its pupils available to disabled pupils. Examples might include handouts, timetables, textbooks and information about school events. The information should take account of the pupils` disabilities and the preferred format of pupils and parents and be made available within a reasonable timeframe

Lea Valley Primary School aims to treat all stakeholders; including pupils, prospective pupils, staff, governors and other members of the school community, favourably and, wherever possible, take reasonable steps to avoid placing anyone at a substantial disadvantage. The school aims to work closely with disabled pupils, their families and any relevant outside agencies in order to remove or minimise any potential barriers to learning which puts them at a disadvantage, allowing them to learn, achieve and participate fully in school life. The school is active in promoting positive attitudes to disabled people in the school and in planning to increase access to education for all disabled pupils.

As part of the school’s continued communication with parents, carers and other stakeholders we continually look at ways to improve accessibility through data collection, questionnaires and parental discussions.

Contextual Information

Lea Valley Primary comprises of three separate buildings (including the nursery and music block). The main building’s ground floor is built on different elevations, but with the use of lifts (for the elevations and the first floor) all learning areas are accessible to wheelchair users.   The main building and the music block have disabled toilets. We have worked alongside the Moving and Handling team in Haringey who have also supported the school with access to toileting facilities at the Vale for children who require this. 

The music block has a raised entrance; there is a ramp to enable access for wheelchair users. Access to the grounds is via motorised gates. There is disabled parking on site.
At present we have a wheelchair user who can access the school. 

Lea Valley Primary School
Accessibility Plan 2022-2023
Curriculum
Improving teaching and learning lies at the heart of the school’s work. Through self-review and Continuous Professional Development (CPD) we aim to enhance staff knowledge, skills and understanding to promote excellent teaching and learning for all children. We aim to meet every child’s needs within mixed ability, inclusive classes.

It is a core value of the school that all children are enabled to participate fully in the broader life of the school. Consequently, all children have always been permitted to attend age relevant after school clubs, leisure and cultural activities and educational visits. 
The Lea Valley Primary Accessibility plan objectives are categorised according to three aspects: 

a) Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils (including those with special educational needs) can participate in the School’s curriculum. (Category A) 

B. Improving the provision to disabled pupils of information which is already in writing for pupils who are not disabled. (Category B) 

	TARGET
	STRATEGIES
	TIMEFRAME
	RESPONSIBILITY
	SUCCESS CRITERIA

	Category A:

Increase confidence of all staff in scaffolding learning for all children and providing quality first teaching and reasonable adjustments in order to ensure access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability. 
	Be aware of staff training needs on curriculum access

Assign CPD for teachers and support staff depending on the needs of their classrooms

Continue to offer a differentiated curriculum for all pupils. 

Use resources tailored to the needs of pupils who require support to access the curriculum. 

Curriculum progress is tracked for all pupils, including those with a disability.

 Targets are set effectively and are appropriate for pupils with additional needs
	Ongoing and as required
	SENCO

Class teachers

Support staff

Senior leadership team
	Raised staff confidence in strategies for scaffolding, differentiation and increased pupil participation


C. Improving the physical environment of the School in order to increase the extent to which disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and associated services offered by the School.  (Category C)

	TARGET
	STRATEGIES
	TIMEFRAME
	RESPONSIBILITY
	SUCCESS CRITERIA

	Category A:

All educational visits to be accessible to all

	Risk assessments and communication with Sendco, and trip destination to ensure access for all can be provided including transport options. 
Ensure each new venue is vetted for appropriateness
	As required
	Teacher, Event Co-ordinator, Sendco
	All pupils in school able to access ll educational visits and take part in a range of activities

	Category B:

Improve the delivery of information to pupils with a disability
	uses a range of communication methods to ensure information is accessible. This includes: • Internal signage • Large print resources • Pictorial or symbolic representations
	Ongoing
	Sendco, class teachers
	All members of the school community access all the information they need in a way that is appropriate for them



Access issues do not influence recruitment and retention issues

	

	Category C:

Layout of school to allow access for all pupils to all areas
	Consider needs of disabled pupils, parents/carers or visitors when considering any redesign
	As required
	SLT, Governors, Facilities Manager
	Re-designed buildings are usable by all

	Category C:

Ensure access to all areas
	Improve/maintain access to all areas for pupils, staff, parents/carers, visitors. Ensure lifts are serviced and keep accessibility features in good repair
	As required
	Facilities Manager
	Disabled pupils, parents, carers, visitors feel welcome. Pupils have full use of facilities 


	TARGET
	STRATEGIES
	TIMEFRAME
	RESPONSIBILITY
	SUCCESS CRITERIA

	Category B:

Improve/maintain signage and external access for visually impaired people
	Clear walkways, floor markings where required, yellow edging strips on stairs, clear signage.
	Ongoing
	Facilities Manager
	Visually impaired people feel safe in school grounds

	Category C:

Ensure all disabled pupils can be safely evacuated
	Put in place Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan for all pupils with difficulties
Develop/maintain system to ensure all staff are aware of their responsibilities

Monitor during evacuation drills
	As required

	Sendco,

Deputy Head, respective staff

	All disabled pupils and staff working alongside are safe in the event of a fire

	Category A: Ensure hearing equipment in classrooms to support hearing impaired
	Seek support from LA hearing impaired unit on appropriate equipment
	Ongoing, as required
	LA teachers of the deaf
Sendco

Class teacher
	All children have the correct equipment in place in order to be able to access the learning and information 

	Category C: All fire escape routes are suitable for all
	Make sure all areas of school have wheelchair access in the case of stairwells, that appropriate equipment and processes are in place for dealing with disabled evacuation


	Ongoing and as required


	LA, Premises staff
	All disabled staff, pupils and visitors able to have safe escape routes identified


	Category B: Review 

information to 

parents/carers 

to ensure it is 

accessible.
	Provide information and 

letters in clear print in 

“simple” English

School office will support 

and help parents to access 

information and complete 

school forms


	Ongoing

Current
	School Office

	All parents receive information in a form that they can access
All parents understand what the school information headlines are.
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