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Free school meals for infants 
Children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 who attend a state-funded school are entitled to free school meals (whether their families get qualifying benefits or not) but you should still make an application because if you meet the eligibility criteria the school qualifies for additional Government funding.
If your child is eligible, they will get free school meals until they finish the phase of primary or secondary schooling they are in on 31 March 2022.
Who can get free school meals?
Children are entitled to receive free school meals if they or their parents or guardians receive any of the following:
· Universal Credit providing you have net earnings of less than £7,400 a year (£616.67 a month)
· Income Support
· Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Guarantee Credit element of State Pension Credit
· Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)
· Child Tax Credit (providing you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190 as assessed by HMRC)

How to apply
Apply online via My Account
If you cannot apply online you will need to download, print and complete the  Free School Meals and Clothing Grant application form (PDF, 145KB)
If this is your first application you will need to provide proof of your relationship to the child and the child's date of birth. Please also read these important notes before applying.
Returning your form
Return your completed form to your nearest Customer Service Centre who will process your application while you wait or you can post it to:
· Corporate and Customer Services | Benefits
PO Box 10505
Wood Green
N22 7WJ
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We need you to provide proof of your relationship to the child and the child's date of birth, for example:
· a Child Benefit letter showing your name, the child's name and the child's date of birth
· a long birth certificate showing your name, the child's name and the child's date of birth
If you do not have suitable proof you need to contact us to explain your circumstances and let us know what proof you have. 
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· You must normally reapply for free school meals every year but will not need to do so until the protection period ends on 31 March 2022. We will write to you and ask you to reapply before the protection period ends.
· If your child moves to another school you must tell us immediately.
· If you receive free school meals based on the protection rules a new school may ask you to provide evidence of your entitlement to free school meals from the previous school for free school meals to continue.
· If your child attends a state nursery school and you wish to apply for free school meals you will need to submit a letter from the nursery to confirm they attend before and after lunchtime.
· Children who receive Income Support or income-based Jobseeker's Allowance in their own right can apply for free school meals.
· If you are a foster carer or kinship carer money for school meals has been included in your allowance.

All of this information can be found at:
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools-and-education/school-application-forms/free-school-meals-fsm-and-clothing-grant
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